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EACE 


¢ For War-Resistance and World-Community 


Trial Period—'THREE YEARS’ FOR 


THREE PENCE _ 


SCHOOLBOY 


WHO WILL NOT FIGHT 


EWS that an eighteen-year-old 


London, where the boy lives. 


The Headmaster of Plaistow 
Grammar School, where Peter Green 
was to have entered for the School 
Certificate Exam. this year, is under- 
stood to have circulated a letter to 
parents in the neighbourhood, stating 
the facts of the case and inviting 
them to take appropriate action. 

The local Liberal Party, at one of 
its open-air meetings over the week- 
end, carried a resolution of protest 
against the severity of the sentence, 
which is thought to be the first of 
its kind. Although Peter Green is 
within the age-range for which. a 
sentence of detention in a Borstal 


conscientious objector, Peter Green, 


had been sentenced to a term not exceeding three years in a 
Borstal Institution, for refusal to comply with the National Service 
Act, last week resulted in vigorous protests from the people of Plaistow, 


Institution is suitable, he does not 
appear to satisfy any of the other 
conditions, never having been pre- 
viously convicted, and not being a 
person of such criminal habits or ten- 
dencies as to make instruction and 
discipline of a “ reformatory ” nature 
appropriate. 

On the contrary, he is clearly a boy 
of courage and independence of mind, 
as well as of the good conduct and 
lively intelligence to which his Head- 
master testified. 

The explanation for his refusal 
te register he gave to the Essex 

Quarter Sessions at Chelmsford on 


serious as those of continuing the 


addressed by Sybil Morrison, 
Sutherland. 


Bryan Anstey, from the chair, re- 
minded the audience that the Peace 
Pledge Union was a body uniting 
those who renounced the use of war, 
although they might hold different 
views of how best to strive for peace, 
and disagree in their religious, poli- 
tical and economic approaches to the 
many problems of the day. 

Sybil Morrison, pointing to the 
futility of war and its failure to do 
more than sow the seeds of further 
wars, declared that now was the 
time to see that the public—a large 
section of which already accepted the 
fact that to wage war was immoral— 
was well informed of the possible 
alternatives to war. 


CHOOSING EVIL 


Many people she said, chose war 
as the lesser of two evils; thinking 
that they had only the choice of evils. 

“You could not continue to live 
your lives if your only choice was 
between various evils all the days of 
your life. There must be a choice of 
good.” 

When it came to choosing between 
war and the loss of freedom the 
choice should be renunciation of war 
and resistance to tyranny. 

Dr. Belden, in a fierce denunciation 
of the leaders of the people in every 
sphere, Government, Church and 
War Office, deplored the inactivity of 
the Church in the face of the threat 
of war. 

“TI say shame on the cle-gy of 
Peckhd@m that not one of them has 
thought fit to come tonight to this 
meeting to prevent war.- Have they 
forgotten what Christianity is? The 
acceptance of the use of the atomic 
bomb by some of the leaders of the 
Church is far worse than anything 
that has come out of Soviet Russia.” 
Turning to the question of what 
could be done to prevent war, Dr. 
Belden said that the simplest method 
was to take away from Governments 


yet the atom bomb and the 
ie Almost simultaneously with 
2 4¢mn clerical endeavour to 
CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX) 


their chief weapon—humanity. Gov- 
ernments could supply as many arms 
as they wished, but if the people re- 
fused to use them, then humanity 


DON'T HAN 


“Believing that an armaments race can only result in war, this 
public meeting of Peckham citizens urges H.M. Government to adopt 
the alternative of total unilateral disarmament, for great as the risks 
may be, it believes that the consequences could not possibly be so 


pas resolution was passed at a meeting organised last week 
by the Peckham group of the Peace Pledge Union and 


DLE ARMS 


—Dr. A. D. Belden ~ 


rresent policy.” 


Dr. A. D. Belden and Jack 


won. This direct action of refusal to 
participate in war or prepare for it 
was both healthy and moral. Man’s 
first loyalty was to the human race 
—not to this nation or to Europe. 
-““ When man. will stand by his brother 
man this thing will be ended.” 

Pointing out that the latest devel- 
opments of the atomic bomb made it 
possible for one _ projectile to 
devastate an area of 2,000 square 
miles, Dr. Belden said: “I am often 
told that I shouldn’t frighten people 
by telling them of the fate awaiting 
them in a future war—the Govern- 
ment, however, will not hesitate to 
frighten them when it is necessary to 
bring them into a war. 

“TIT would rather have you 
frightened now, when you can do 
something, than when you can’t do 
anything about it.” 


LABOUR’S DESERTION 


After a passing reference to the 
General Staff as “ public scoundrels,” 
Dr. Belden expressed his anger at 
the Labour Party’s desertion of Keir 
Hardie’s attitude towards militarism 
and their advocacy of military con- 
scription. 

Jack Sutherland outlined some of 
the activities of peace movements in 
other countries and then appealed for 
support for a campaign for peace in 
a smaller sphere being organised by 
the local group of the Peace Pledge 
Union. Later, when the meeting was 
thrown open for questions and dis- 
cussion . young Communist ex- 
serviceman declared that he would 
pledge himself to renounce war and 
join the Peace Pledge Union. 

After the original resolution had 
been slightly amended it was carried 
with only two dissentients. 


FOOTNOTE: This meeting had been publi- 
cised in much the same way as_a_ successful 
meeting organised by the Willesden PPU 
Group and addresseg by Stuart Morris and 
Dr. Kathleen Lonsdale some weeks earlier. 


June 2, was that the National Ser- 
vice Act was a measure that would 
lead to war, and on that account he 
had decided to accept no responsi- 
bility for its implementation. He 
was apparently influenced by the 
discussion on conscription held at 

.the AGM of the Peace Pledge 
_ Union. 

If military training was really 
the will of the majority in this 
country, he added, men would be 
flocking into the Forces without the 
need for compulsion. 

Peter Green conveyed the reasons 
for his refusal to register under the 
National Service Act to the Ministry 
of Labour early this year. The 
Ministry apparently placed him on 
the Military Service Register, and he 
was called up for medical examina- 
tion. 

For not complying with this order, 
he appeared three times before the 
Stratford Magistrates, and was 
finally committed to trial, on May 2%, 


bail being allowed. 
The Chairman of the Chelmsford Quarter 
Sessions, Mr. Linton Thorp, asked Peter 
Green whether he would submit to examtin- 


next Sessions. Once again he affirmed his 
determination to stand by his decision, and 
a verdict of “ Guilty“ was passed. 


The Central Board for Conscien- 
tious Objectors are, of course, con- 
cerned with the legal aspects of the 


on the matter. But those readers 
who feel that the sentence is 
altogether too savaged a one to be 
passed on a schoolboy of eighteen 
should send letters of protest to their 
MPs or to the Home Secretary. 


JOE LOUIS 
WEIGHS IN 


—on behalf of 
Negro Resisters 


J OF LOUIS, heavyweight champion 

of the world, has urged united 
action by Negro veterans against the 
enactment of a _ race-discriminating 
military conscription programme in 
the USA : 

In a cablegram from London, Yre- 
leased by the U.S. Committee Against 
Jimcrow in Military Service and 
Training, Louis criticised the Army’s 
“rigid determination to maintain its 
jimcrow policies.” Tke statement 
was sent to the Senate Armed Ser- 
vices Committee which has been hold- 
ing hearings on revival of Selective 
Service and Universal Military Train-_ 
ing. 

“Tt is time that we veterans who 
suffered while in uniform the humilia- 
tion of jimcrow trains, jimcrow 
restaurants, jimcrow railroad stations, 
jimcrow Army barracks, and even jim- 
crow telephone booths, to rise up im 
every corner of the land and say, in 
one massive voice ‘This shall not 
happen to our younger brothers. This 
is more than men with spines will 
endure,’” Louis wrote the Senate 
Committee. 

“T call uyfon all decent Americans 
to demand that any peacetime draft— 
whether UMT or Selective Service— 
be free of ali segregation and dis- 
crimination. I urge every member of 
Congress to insist upon a full pro- 
gramme of civil rights, to be included 
in any draft law so that Negroes in 
the uniform of the United States may 
be protected from mob violence, police 
brutality, and indignities. It is time 
for all Negroes—parents, ° sisters, 
wives, and the men in danger of being 
drafted—to let Congress, the nation 
and the world know in unmistakable 


On both ogeasions the halls were filled, clearly 
demonstrating the public’s willingness to hear 
the pacifist case when a small group will 
energetically present it to them. 


terms that they will not accept this 
would-be permanent curse, which 
would be decked out in the same old 
jimerow garments.” 


ation if the case was adjourned until the . 


case, and are taking Counsel’s advice | 
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DEMOCRACY-— 
A WEAKNESS 


QOME weeks ago a young Berliner 

who had been touring this 
country was asked what aspect of 
British life had impressed him most. 
Unhesitatingly and enthusiastically 
he answered: the almost com'plete 
unanimity of opinion which prevailed 
among the British people. 


His questioner was taken aback: 
this boy, he knew, had been passion- 
ately opposed to the streamlining of 
expression by the Nazis. What was 
it that all the British agreed on? 


“Why,” came the explanation, “In 
Britain nobody questions the opinion 
‘that every point of view should be 
heard, and decisions be reached 
through discussion.” 


This comment is illuminating. The 
average Englishman takes demo- 
cratic procedure so much as a matter 
of course that it seldom even occurs 
to him that it presupposes a positive 
conviction which all parties must 
share, whatever their disagreements 
upon such secondary issues as_ the 
public or private ownership of in- 


dustry. The very thing which, to 
an outsider, is most striking in the 
British landscape, is that which 
least often strikes him. Yet as 


. G. K. Chesterton said: 


“The thing which is really required for 
the proper working of democracy is not 
merely the democratic system, or even the 
democratic philosophy, but the democratic 
emotion. . . . It is a certain instinctive 
attitude which feels the things in which 
men all agree to be unspeakably important, 
and all the things in which they differ 
(such ag mere brains) to be almost un- 
speakably unimportant.” 

Our unconsciousness of this pre- 
supposition, while it may be a sign 
of strength—-inasmuch as the’ demo- 
‘eratie emotion has in truth become 
almost -an instinctive attitude—is 
,also a source of weakness to Britain. 


Fer ‘one thing, it blinds many 
Englishmen to the problems of other 
nations. We imagine that the 
apparatus of political democracy has 
only to be set up in any part of, the 
world for its virtues to make them- 
selves felt; and when, as more often 
happens, its vices become unendur- 
able, we look for the explanation in 
Some mysterious superiority peculiar 
to the Anglo-Saxon race. 

Again, it is this that is mainly 
responsible for our inability to 
understand the totalitarians. Ignor- 
ant of the premiss of our own 
thought, we do not realise that 
premisses may differ. Insensibly we 
try to fit their words and actions 

into the familiar framework of our 
own, with deceptive and disastrous 


\results. 
Finally, because we value de- 
mocracy and yet disregard the 


emotion which is essential to its 
success, we all too easily allow our- 
selves to be seduced into defending 
democracy by means which violate 
that emotion. 


We forget that toleration was only 
gradually and painfully established 
in this country; that it had to be 
fought for, and often died for, by 
the pioneers of several generations: 
and that it is still a precarious 
achievement. 


Too many of us are living on the 
capital accumulated by those pioneers. 
Their conviction has become our 
habit. It is essential, if democracy 
is to endure, that we should become 
conscious of our presuppositions, 
and not only conscious of their 
nature, but capable of defending 
them rationally. 


Apart from the democratic 
emotion, democracy is a shell or a 
slogan. But the democratic emotion 
‘itself needs to be reinforced by the 
democratic philosophy. Heads must 
be at one with hearts. Chesterton 
himself confessed that he had lost 
the democratic emotion, and would 
have lost his belief in democracy had 
it not been enshrined in “the casket 
of a creed.” It was, he too who 


ODAY the world is conf 


military impasse. 
situation if it be borne in mind 
last forty years have arisen in 
power politics of the Western 
industrial Powers, with the one 
exception of Japan, who entered 
the war arena when she 
launched into industrialism 50 


or 60 years ago. 

The recent war purged all the little 
nations of West and North West 
Europe of whatever military ambi- 
tions they ever had. Before 1914 the 
Belgian soldier, for example, had con- 
siderable significance. He figured 
prominently in the Belgian scene, and 
travellers noticed him. He symbol- 
ised prosperity and power even in a 
country as small as Belgium. The 
fall of Liege, in 1914, and the Ger- 
man occupation which followed, 
hurled Belgian militarism into the 
twilight of a permanent eclipse. 

The significance of that eclipse was 
grasped by all the small nations 
from Finland to Portugal. There- 
after Switzerland, fortified by her 
formidable mountains, was the only 
small country in Europe to acquire a 
measure of security in militarism. 


Only policy—neutrality 


The effect of this situation was to 
make neutrality the only logical 
policy for this group of nations in the 
inter-war years. At the same time, 
a growing fear of the industrial and 
military giants made it impossible for 
most of them to put their trust in 
logic. Hence they armed in varying 
degrees, no doubt in the belief that 
this might buy their independence 
should necessity force them under the 
wing of one of the big Powers. 

The phenomenal advance of 
military mechanisation after the 
first World War dwarfed still fur- 
ther the military significance of this 
group, and thus intensified the dan- 
ger of the least departure from the 
policy of neutrality. It is noteworthy 
that their most effective résistance 
to the Nazis was of the non-military 
variety. 

Today the demands of atomic war 
in man-power, machine-power and 
money-power, have so completely 
changed the world’s economic and 
political contours, that only two 
nations are in a position to meet 
them, namely the U.S. and Russia. 
As these two Powers~ occupy the 
ideologically opposite poles in the 
modern world, the issue of the third 
world war now rests in their hands. 


WHY BRITAIN 
MUST DISARM 


ronted with an economic and a 


It will help to clarify the present worl& 


that all the war tensions of the 
the West, or as a result of the 


This is the first of two articles by 


Wilfred Wellock 


Next week he will write on “ The 
Politics of Unilateral Disarma- 
ment.” 


Therefore since both these ideologies 
rest on power, by which I mean on 
values which cannot be sustained 
except by power, the only hope of 
peace lies in the conduct of the lesser 
Powers. These are the cardinal facts 
in the present world situation, and 
they cannot be too strongly empha- 
sised or too often repeated. 


Into power blocks 


From now on all the lesser Powers 
will shape their economic and 
political policies with these facts in 
mind, while the force of economic 
cireumstances will cause them to 
gravitate towards the one or the 
other power block, whose controllers 
will decide the issue of the third 
world war—unless they (the lesser 
Powers) grasp the fact that there is 
a third way, and that the issue of 
peace rests in their hands and not in 
those of the Big Two. 


The chances of this second alter- 
native are lessened by the prospect 
of economic and political breakdown 
along the entire front of the remain- 
ing industrial democracies and by the 
fact that the Big Two are the chief 
sources and controllers of financial 
and economic power, also of the main 
food supplies, by which these Powers 
may have to be saved from  bank- 
ruptcy and starvation in due course. 
Many of these nations, of whom 
Britain is one, are in danger of hav- 
ing to choose between starvation 
and/or bankruptcy, and economie and 
military servitude to the U.S., unless 
they quickly and drastically change 
their policies. 


Already the fear of bankruptcy or 
starvation, and of Communism, is 
driving the small nations of W. and 
N.W. Europe into a state of panic. 
Their natural inclinations are towards 
neutrality and disarmament (com- 
patible with the maintenance of in- 
ternal order), but economie and 
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ideological fear is leading them ag ‘ 
financial and military depend@ pr 
upon America, and towards a Wes r 
Union strongly armed with Ament 


aid. 


Economic implications 
It is in the light of this situate 
that the economic and social imply” 
tions of an effective peace policy bee. 
be considered. Every new oblig@ ee 
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nations renders an_ effective Lai!" MW) 
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politics and membership 0 pet  Reie 
American power-block hang toge® 
and mean war sooner or later. dy y 


The way of peace must lie petit | 
this impasse of power, in the po#™ | 
of unilateral disarmament. ! 


Unfair to Sir Stafford 


N view of the fair and detached 

analysis of current events which 
is usually. characteristic of your 
Commentary, I am surprised at the 
grossly unfair attack made by Cyril 
Hughes upon Sir Stafford Cripps on 
May 28. 

I* see no inconsistency in Sir 
Stafford’s speeches to the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
and to the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce. 

There is nothing un-Christian in a 
call for inereased production for the 
purpose of raising the standard of 
living of the people, not only of this 
country but of the world. If we do 
not attempt to increase our own 
slender resources, how can we be in 
a position to give assistance to Ger- 
many and other war-stricken coun- 
tries of Europe? Is striving to re- 
pair the ravages of war to be 
described as “ placating Mammon?” 
“Even a Christian must remember 
the export drive,” says Cyril Hughes. 
His words are more true than he 


realises. 

His final remark concerning the export of 
arms to the Holy Land appears to have heen 
made in order to convey the implication that 
Sir Stafford approves of this particular ex- 
port, whilst not providing a particle of proof 
that this necessarily is the case. 


S. E. WEBB. 
85 Seymour Road, 
Gloucester. 


Pacifists and Socialists 


CYRIL HUGHE®S’ remarks in his 
Commentary (May 28) to the 


uttered this paradox: “ the democracy 
must be taught democracy.” 


| Party who are trying to make their 


effect that members of the Labour 


Party Socialist are expending much 
sincere effort on the impossible and 
“taking on with more courage than 
discretion the hardest. job in the 
world,” will not deter members of 
the Labour Pacifist Fellowship from 
continuing ‘to: maintain within the 


LETTERS 


Party the international and moral 
significance of Socialism. 

Idealists form a small minority in 
most political movements and the 
Labour Party is no exception. 

Nevertheless, the achievement of 
Socialism in’ so far as it can be 
brought about by political action, is 
‘not likely to be hastened by the with- 
drawal from the only political party 
which professes Socialism of those of 
its members who have the clearest 
conception of what Socialism really 
means. : 

MAURICE BUTCHER. 
68a Park Road, N.8. 


Not uncomfortable 


AS another civil servant, I should 
like to ‘‘dance to the Marxist 
music,” according to Maurice Cran- 
ston, and to register disagreement 
with my “uncomfortable” colleague 
who wrote to you on May~-7. 
After noting with disappointment 
that the Government’s decision to 
“purge” the Civil Service was 


greeted by PN at first by silence and 
then by ambiguous commen I was 


= fh 
gratified to read of Natio” | 


Council’s protest. - <a Ase 
Taking only one aspect of the matteiat | = B 
fail to see how Maurice Cranston of qf) due 
pacifist can be concerned about f An 
“security ” of the State. got 
I have a bit of a reputation in 2p 
quarters as a “ fellow-traveller’’ so 14 
be said to have a vested interest in St0% 


this ‘‘purge’’ and perhaps I look at J" ‘0 
a distorted view point. If s0, may ti! indy 
preserve me from the * open dot 
which supports the penalisation of indy a0 | 

for the views they hold or for wha 


other individuals think they might do- pe S 
NANCY EDMON™ = Diy 
14 Howley Place, } Ey, 
London, W.2. al ve Pe; 
i Py 
CIVILIZATION: IS THERE A CURE? [J Se 
A Study in Foundations. H Ra 
By ROBERT M. ENTWISTLE i Pe 
From 29 Goodwyn Ave., London, NW yi Ral 
Post Free 10d. Dae 
sen FI ni 
Also from Housman’s and Fr! |i) | Wo 
Book Centre. oa Parm 


ARE HUNGRY 


——an appeal from six Germa” 
mothers 


Re-printed from PN, with ‘pra 
suggestions for helping ‘ 


4 
‘a 
cue 


Europe Now,” etc. r tgs 

Is. 6d. 100—post free—lLis. 1,000 | Su 
Order now for immediate distribu” i] 1 ou 
7 i mY 


PEACE NEWS LTD. 
3 Blackstock Road, Londen, #& 


REE, |) 
Treasure 
93t 
Ad: 


ce May 
STA 98 


gent 1) 
1 ae ata 


b endsteeh 


ints) 
them 


1 Westell 


epend' 


Americ? ; 


ons 


r 


| 


sitnatidll 
1 implica | 


matte { 


a 
yut 


i 


-—-— + SS er Se SO a 
: he 


| 


f he condemnation of war by the Lambeth and Oxford Con- 
ferences had little, if any, effect on efforts to prevent World 
War II, to humanise the conduct of that war when it came, to 
‘, leve a “just and durable peace’’ when hostilities ended, or 
© atrest preparedness for a new war with atomic bombs some 
hundreds of times as destructive as the two which fell on 


iroshima and Nagasaki. 
When churchmen gather at 


Lambeth and Amsterdam this 


summer it will be incumbent upon them to search for the reasons 
Which nullified the Christian opposition to war which the ecumenical 


Movement undoubtedly wanted to 


ane obvious reason was that these 
diy; deonces did not resolve the 
a ed mind of the Church on the 
weed participation in war by 
tstians. Oxford had to confess 
agai the Church was a house divided 
ho NSt itself three ways. It offered 
Dropaance and gave no light on the 
Uni *m of how Christians could 
Chyorstly, love each other as 
they 222s while at the same time 
Alt, killed each other as citizens. 


watough pacifist abstinence from war 


had admitted to be a legitimate 
‘the. ©, or some Christians who felt 
“ah el they had that vocation, it was 
The ective matter for them to decide. 
a, Church did not recommend 


ha entious objection for all mem- 


*- It held to the theory that 
t ; ¥ a 
here might be a just war. 
us, in every country, Church 


Members were left exposed to the 
Whe Propaganda of the nations 
Ye they were situated. And for 


Next time 


. It will be the same way the next 
ne unless the Church does more 
Nan condemn war verbally. If it 
“annot make up its mind to sum- 


mon all members in all nations to: 


pose totally and unconditionally 
What so totally incompatible 
of Christ, the 


Dy _is just entering. 
Uni €sident Robert Hutchins of the 
of Chicago, whose 


= 


, versity 
€nitists i 2 i 
oe played an important role in 


THESE ORGANISATIONS 
OPPOSE CONSCRIPTION 


4 THE UNITED STATES 
; h 
ho 


€ following U.S. organisations 
Se compulsory military training: 
8eational groups 


Merican Association 
Istrators 


of School Admin- 
A 
Uae, tican Council on Education 
Nanation of American Colleges 
Nawoe2! Catholic Education Association 
Nawozal Congress of Parents and Teachers 
Ra; Jona] Education Association 
Coleus groups 


Ohettal Conference of American Rabbis 


Uteh of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Di aints (Mormon) 
By iPles of Christ 
Rodaeetical and Reformed Church 


ral Council of Churches of Christ in 
rap emerica 

€rnal Council of Negro Churches in 
Gen america . 
Natt ral Conference of the Methodist Church 
Nain! Catholic Welfare Conference 
Norn! Council of Catholic Women 
Prep Baptist Convention 
Raho terian Church of the USA 
Song aie?! Assembly of America 
Uni '3_ Baptist Convention 
Won, Council of Church Women 
Fay, "22'S Christian Temperance Union 
“ &roups 
Nag can Farm Bureau Federation 
: an al Farmers Union 
PLano, ne! Grange 
our groups 
i| noican Federation of Labour 
' teres of Industrial Organisations 
) Ra tational Association of Machinists 
| Vey, Tad Brotherhoods 
| "tera. 


> eee 
Qs’ organisations 3 


: Nattican Veterans’ Committee 
fa mal Conference of Union Labour 
_ 4®gionnaires 
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SENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER 
UPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 


=; Jhis pledge, stened by each member, Is 
wie Send 


] 
| 


Sasis of the Peace Pledge Union. 
YOUR pledge to 


|, PP.U. HEADQUARTERS |, 
ai Sheppard House, Endsleigh S¢t., WC) 
a ae al 


make. 


releasing atomic fission, 
stated that there is no longer any 
secret about atomic bombs nor any 
defence against them. He asserts 
that “it is theoretically possible to 
make atomic bombs a thousand times 
more powerful than any thus far 
demonstrated,” that two such bombs 
“by taking advantage of location of 
detonation and direction of prevail- 
ing winds . would have a fair 
ehanee of making the United States 
uninhabitable.” 

On the other hand if atomic energy 
is not unleashed for war it has enor- 
mous potentialities for good. Dr. 
Hutchins believes that it is the most 
important discovery since the dis- 
covery of fire, that medically it pro- 
vides the most important tool since 
the invention of the microscope and 
that economically it is the most im- 
portant inovation since the discovery 
of the wheel. 


Momentous choice 


Plainly the Church today is faced 
with one of the most momentous 
moral choices in her entire history. 
Can she make up her mind and 
achieve a unified mind about the use 
of atomic force by Christians? Is it 
to be controlled as an instrument for 
more abundant life and made sub- 
ject to the law of Christ? Or is it 
to be given over to the service of 
death at the command of “ military 
necessity ”? . 

Perhaps it will not be too difficult 
for Lambeth and Amsterdam to pro- 


nounce that the Holy Catholic 
Church condemns atomic warfare. 
But the condemnation must be 


implemented by appropriate acts of 
total resistance or it will avail almost 
nothing. Although.the Church should 
not coerce the consciences of mem- 
bers, how can it have authority as 
voicing the Word of God, or as being 
the Body of Christ or mediator of the 
Holy Spirit if it rules that participa- 
tion in atomic slaughter is an 
optional matter for Christians? 

Now is the time when the Church 
should exert its full teaching power 
to persuade its members, and all 
people whom it car reach, to have 
nothing to do with the next war. It 
should promise its utmost support to 
conscientious objectors and all 
citizens who refuse to aid or sanction 
warfare. They should get the moral 
and financial backing which the 
Church has commonly given to 
soldiers. It should completely with- 
draw its support from military 
agencies. There are other measures 
for peace that the Church should 
take, but renunciation of the sin of 
killing needs to come first. 


War is sin 


Once the Church is clear in its own 
mind that modern war is really sin 
and that God calls upon all 
Christians to renounce sinful 
methods in opposing evil, there will 
be revealed to the Church resources 
of the Spirit, often neglected but 
still confided to its keeping by Christ 
the Lord. Prayer, love, forgiveness, 
self-suffering, service and faith are 
its non-violent corporate weapons 
which “are not of this world but are 
mighty before God for overthrowing 
fortresses,” 

Man’s extremity is God’s oppor- 
tunity. If grace should be given 
us to cast away the works of dark- 
ness and put upon us the armour of 
light, even yet there might be a 
Christian renaissance wide spreading 
through the missionary and ecumeni- 
cal church that would change the face 
of civilisation. .Instead of a tower 
of Babel we could then build a habi- 
tation for humanity. 


recently | 


LL THE LAMBETH CONFERENCE OF BISHOPS CHOOSE 


} CHRIST — OR 
MILITARY NECESSITY? 


By JOHN NEVIN SAYRE 


Veteran American pacifist, 
Foundation member and Joint- 
Secretary with Rev. A. J. 
Muste, of the American Fellow- 
ship of Reconciliation. The FoR 
recently secured wide publicity 
for an appeal by American 
clergy to Christian youth both 
in and out of the armed forces 
asking that they should with- 
draw support immediately from 
all war preparations. 
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Words of Peace - No. 244 
STATESMANSHIP 


“Real statesmanship would not 
advocate policies that can serve only 
to intensify the present causes of fear 
and friction. Another war—a war to 
vid the world of Stalinism—would 
most certainly result in the spread of 
totalitarianism all over the world. 


“Real statesmanship today would 
seek to remove the present causes of 
fear and friction by seeking to make 
an honest. demand for universal dis- 
armament and would persevere in the 
attempt to bring atomic power under 
effective international control.” 


Dr. Ernest Fremont Tittle of 
the World Peace Commission 
of the Methodist Church of 
America, on the occasion of 
President Truman’s appeal 
for military conscription. 


THIS PARSON FOUGHT 
WITHOUT GUNS 


HE German branch of the Fellowship of Reconciliation has 
organised and sponsored a tour of good will through Southern 
Germany, by the French pastor André Frocme. 


André Trocme, whose lectures are 
being devoted to the promotion of 
friendship and understanding between 
the peoples of France and Germany, 


is well-known to many of our readers. 


for his work at Le Chambon during 
the war. 

During the Nazi occupation, Le 
Chambon-sur-Lignon, a little Hugue- 
not town in the Cevennes, became a 
centre both of refuge and resistance. 
Here Trocme and another priest, 
Edouard Theiss, both of them mem- 
ber of the FoR, endeavoured to 
preach the truth each Sunday, and 
here hundreds of refugees—Spanish 
Republicans, disabled French soldiers, 
Alsatians, Jews and political fugitives 
from Central Europe gathered to- 
gether. 


The following account of their 
activities was written by Trocme him- 
self, published int the FoR Bulletin 
(No. 50):— 

“The problem which faced French 
members of the FoR from 1938 on- 
wards was not an easy one to solve. 
On the one hand, their Christian paci- 
fist conviction would not allow them 
to help the advocates of the totali- 
tarian state; on the other hand, the 
same conviction prohibited war and 
the use of violence as a means of 
solving the problems dividing the 
nations. 


Cowardly policy 


“The French Fellowship protested 
strongly against the cowardly policy 
of appeasement towards National 
Socialist aggressions at the time of 
the Munich Agreement and the an- 
nexation of Czechoslovakia. But 
when war was declared Phillipe and 
Pierre Vernier and Henri Roser, who 
were called to the army, felt that it 
was not their duty to oppose force 
with force. The resistance of the 
Christian, they maintained, should be 
neither cowardly nor violent. But 
how difficult it is to make clear this 
resistance when passions are un- 
leashed! 


“The collapse of 1940 increased the 
hatred felt in France towards pacifists 
and war-resisters, who were accused 
of having caused the defeat. The 
new government was trying to set 
the national life going again, and to 
imitate in many respects, what was 
being done on the other side of the 
Rhine. A certain number of non- 
Christian pacifists, deluded by the 
hope of a final reconciliation with 
Germany, closed their eyes to the 
national-socialist philosophy and 
preached a false reconciliation dic- 
tated by sentiment and by policy. 


“The members of the Fellowship, on 
the contrary, their perception 
sharpened by loyalty to the Gospel, 
took up the struggle, not against the 
Germans, but against the national- 
socialist spirit wherever it showed it- 
self, either among the occupying or 
among the oceupied. 


“At Le Chambon-sur-Lignon a 
Middle ~(Secondary) ‘School started 
just before the war on Fellowship of 
Reconciliation principles quickly de- 


veloped and soon had 350 pupils. 
Five homes were opened for refugee 
children, the majority of them Jew- 
ish. This activity attracted the at- 
tention of the Vichy police and then 
of the Gestapo. In August an order 
same for the mass deportation of the 
Jews to Auschwitz. 


“Of course we knew nothing 
definite, but we were sure that 
great suffering awaited the Jews. 
So a veritable peaceful revolt of 
the population was organised 
through the Churches and the Col- 
lége Cévenol. .The Jews were hid- 
den by the country-folk. We passed 
through times which reminded us of 
the Huguenot resistance of the 
17th century. A large number of 
the Jews were able to get over the 
Swiss frontier; their identity was 
concealed, and they were acctom- 
panied by Protestant young people 
who had organised themselves 
under the name “ Cimade.’ 


“In spring 1948 the pastors of Le 
Chambon were imprisoned, and 
passed five weeks in a French con- 
centration camp. Then the Gestapo 
arrested 25 refugee students, with the 
head of their home; the latter died 
in the Majdanek concentration camp 
in Poland. The pastors, threatened 
by the Gestapo with death, had to go 
into hiding for ten months, 


“During their absence the spirit of 
the resistance which prevailed at Le 
Chambon underwent a certain change. 
Young Frenchmen who refused to 
work in Germany came to join the 
ordinary refugees, and formed a 
* maquis.’ Arms were dropped to 
them by aeroplane, and guerilla war 
against the Germans began. 


t 


Keeping peace 


“When the pastors returned, they 
tried to maintain the Christian char- 
acter of the local resistance move- 
ment. The leader of the maquis 
agreed that no fighting should be 
brought within the community. It 
was very difficult to keep up a peace- 
ful spirit for blood flowed and hatred 
increased everywhere. A doctor from 
Le Chambon was executed by the 
Germans. When some weeks later 
the officers of the corps responsible 
for his imprisonment (though, as we 
hope, not for his death) were ¢ap- 
tured and brought to Le’ Chambon, 
one of the pastors went to visit them 
and held divine service for them. He 
took food also, which was very, un- 
favourably regarded by opinion in 
some quarters. 


“ By the time these prisoners were 
transferred to another camp, all of 
them, Catholic and Protestant, had 
grown accustomed to reading the 
Bible again. Passionate discussions 
of Christianity and the possibility of 
the Christian life had brought en- 
lightenment to more than one of them. 


“Today Le Chambon is again a 
very quiet village where 300 middie- 
school boys and girls are being 
educated in the spirit of Jesus 
Christ.” 
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India Will 
Support World 
Government 


—PANDIT NEHRU | 


ANDIT NEHRU, Prime Minister 
* of India, has welcomed the 
efforts 


ment in a letter to Mr. Edward T. 
Clark, Vice-President of the Move- 


ment, who met Pandit Nehru in Delhi | 


in April in the course of 4 world 
tour. 


wrote Pandit Nehru, “that the only 
way for the solution of the world’s 
major problems is for some kind of a 
world government to develop. I have 
Stated as much in public on many 
occasions. I welcome, therefore, 
every dttempt that it made to educate 
and direct public opinion to this end 


and I wish you success in your en- | 


deavours. 
NOT SO DIFFICULT 


“The actual working out of a 
seheme would naturally involve very 
eareful consideration of all the as- 
pects of the problem. Yet I think 


that the mechanical part of it is not | 


Sd very difficult. The real difficulty 
ts how to tackle the psychological 
and ‘to some extent economic barriers 
that come in our way. The first 
step therefore, should be to remove 
these psychological barriers and the 


Movement you are working for will | 


no doubt help in this process. 

“So far as India is concerned we 
have repeatedly. expressed 
opinion in favour of the development 
of an international organisation or 
some kind of World Movement which 
gives full automony to its various 
National units and which at the same 

time removes the causes of war and 
‘national conflict. 
“The Indian 


National Congress 


has expressed itself on these lines on 


Several occasions and even during the 
course of the last world war. 
“While I appreciate and welcome 
all efforts to promote international 
peace and goodwill and World Gov- 
ernment on the basis of freedom of 
mations and peoples, you will appre- 
ciate that, in view of my official posi- 
tio, I cannot associate myself with 
pledges and non-official organisations. 
“When the time comes, I have 
little doubt that the Government and 


people of India will gladly take part | 


‘im this Movement for world peace, 
“Mreedom and welfare.” 
Mii —Indie News. 


GERMAN 


DELEGATES BROADCAST ON THE 
WORK OF THE W.R.I. 


Chairman of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national sends the following report of 
rman Section—“ Bund der Kriegsdien- 
stgegner” (Union of resisters to all war service)—held in Stuttgart on 
May 29 and 30. Grace Beaton, Secretary of the International also attended. 
Delay in the issue of their permits prevented Stuart Morris, General Sec- 
retary of the PPU and Frank Lea, Editor of Peace News travelling to 


ARRIVING at Stuttgart on 
Q May 28, we were met by 
the Bund’s indefatigable Secre- 
tary Theodor Michaltscheff and 
the Stuttgart Secretary Frau Rosa 
‘Lohse-Link, together with our two 
Australian friends who had arrived 
just before us. We were taken to a 
rand-new hotel, only opened two days 
before our arrival under the auspices 
of the Board of Trade. There was 
every comfort and unstinted provision 
bf good food, which made us feel 
rather ashamed. Nevertheless it was 
a great advance on the military hotels, 
as it was possible to invite our 
German friends to join us. 
' That evening we met at Frau 
Mohse-Link’s flat, where the Burgo- 
master of Stuttgart was waiting to 
receive us. Herr Josef Hirn, Burgo- 
Taaster, is one-of the most distin- 
f@uished financial experts in Germany 
and if is due to his energy and ability 
that more preparatory work for the 
“rebuilding of the country has been 


. 


» ‘done in Stuttgart than in any other 
; place. 


We spent the evening questioning Herr 
Hirn about the proposed reform of the 
Mark. Ii is expected that within a few 
)weeks a new Mark will be introduced, and 
there is great concern as to the effect of 
this on many of the German people. It 
appears that on a certain day everyone 


‘will have to pay in ali their savings 
‘through their banks or at a special office. 
The whole population wil] receive fifteen 
new Marks each and those who have paid 
“am will receive tem per cent. of their 
_money in the new Mark. 


It is feared that this will have the 
effect of wiping out all the savings 


[and be very disastrous to old people 


being made by the World | 
Movement for World Federal Govern- | 


“{ have no doubt in my mind,” 


our | 


OUNTAINEERS describe 
the “brocken” of gigan- 
tic fantastic shapes seen on 
the snows in certain aspects of 
sunlight. They are but ighostly 
shadows of themselves. Some- 
thing of the kind is seen today 
upon the world-stage in the 
|terrors, cruelties, crimes and 
callousness of homo sapiens in 
| the twentieth century. 

At»~the Cinema children learn to 
applaud the feats of some successful 
| gangster, as in the Press. their 
parents learned to applaud in'the war 
some journalist’s account of “ how we 
got to work with the bayonet.” The 
pose of “ toughness” became popular 
with the young miner as with the 
young American soldier and as_ it 
had become popular in Germany be- 
fore the war, but the nemesis of 
reprisal is coming home to us with 
its new fears. 


DESCENT OF THE SOUL 


‘“‘Warfare implies a descent of the soul 
to the plane where it is waged, and on 
that plane it cannot act in fullness or 
bring with it love, pity or forgiveness, or 
any of its diviner elements. There is an- 
other reason why spiritual ideats may not 
be preserved by warfare, and that is be- 
cause it is in its nature to evoke hatred. 
Love and hat, have a magical transform- 
ing power. They are the great soul 
changers. We grow through their exercise 
into the likeness of what we contemplate. 
By intensity of hatred nations create in 
themseives the character they imagine in 
their enemies. Hence it comes that all 
passionate conflicts result in an_ inter- 
change of characteristics. We might say 
with truth, those who hate open a door 
by which their enemies enter and make 
their own the secret places of the heart.” 


These were the reflections of A.E., 
the Irish Pacifist philosopher and 
poet during the Irish civil war, in 
“The Interpreters ”—his study of the 
age-long problem “ how right can find 
its apropriate might and the politics 
of time accord with the polities of 
eternity.” 

I remember A.E. in 192i, on the 
steps of Erskine Childers’ home in 
Dublin, telling me how he was then 
writing this work for whigh, he said, 
; “he had gone more into the innermost 
than in any book he had written.” 
Within a year, Erskine Childers had 
been shot by thee Irish Government 
he had fought to establish, and his 
former comrades were at war with 
one another. Perhaps it must needs 
be so, but for the grace of God, in 
| the aftermath of all wars. 

The patriotism and Zionism of the 


WAR RESISTERS’ SECOND ANNUAL 


RUNHAM BROWN 


the Second Annual Meeting of the Ger 


Cermany in time 


and those who are not able im- 
mediately to earn their living. At the 
same time it is claimed that it will 
largely kill the black-market. Many 
Germans feel that there should be 
adequate provision for people with 
small savings. 

The atmosphere is full of rumour 
and foreboding. 

The next day the conference began 
with some fifty delegates drawn from 
all over Western Germany and Berlin. 
There were also representatives from 
France and Belgium, a small car-load 
from Denmark and many fraternal 
delegates from the Friedensgesell- 
schaft (German Peace Society) and 
other sympathetic movements. I had 
to speak on the first morning on the 
long-term objective of the Inter- 
national, and in the afternoon Grace 
spoke of the practical ways and means 
of day-to-day work. In the evening 
Heinz Kraschutzki from Berlin made 
a brilliant plea for better under- 
standing between East and West. 

The following day, while jGrace 
Beaton assisted in the domestic dis- 
cussions of the Bund, I took part in 
a broadcast discussion on the work of 
the War. Resisters’ International, 
which may be of some little. propa- 


THE BROCKEN 


Jew and the Messianism: of his 
leaders are seen on the world-stage 
today in the lurid light of violence, 
bombing, indiscriminate murder and 
robbery. The Promised Land and the 
holy places have been re-gained, but 
they have been desecrated in precisely 
the words of Christ’s warnings 
twenty centuries ago: “Is it not 
written ‘My house shall be called & 
house of prayer for all nations, but 
ye have made it a den of robbers.’ ” 


India, too, is on fhe world-stage. 


today. During the last year the 
world has seen the culmination of 
Mr. Gandhi’s long campaign for the 
independence of his country. Today 
India is free from everything but her 
own people and her own past. The 
massacre of thousands and the migra- 
tion of millions of fugitives are atroci- 
ties worse than the British Raj ever 
perpetrated. 

Self-government may be the first 
demand of all nations, but govern- 
ment of the self is the next demand 
and a far more difficult one. There 
is an acute saying of H. G. Wells 
“It is an infallible sign of the natural 
man that he thinks he is united when 
he is united against someone.” An- 
tagonies of this kind must lead .to 
agonies in the end, as seen in Dublin 
in Sean O’Casey’s play “Juno and 
the Paycock” with Irish freedom in 
terms of Dublin slums. 


THE REAL CONFLICT 


Was it the realisation that the real 
conflict and the real freedom are 
deeper_things that caused Jesus to 
say “Fear not them which kill the 
body but are not able to kill the soul, 
but rather fear him which is able to 
destroy bath soul and body in hell.” 
It was a common confession of sol- 
diers that “war is hell.” 

Today the fear of men takes the 
form of the Atom Bomb, and America, 
for all her powers and, possession of 
its secrets, is more apprehensive than 
any country; but it is the fear of 
evil, not the form of evil, that is the 
reality. A Welsh preacher a _ cen- 
tury ago compared this fear of men 
with the fear of God, 

“Who could turn all creation against 
thee in the twinkling of an eye—the 
plagues, wars, famine, and all the elements 
the fire and the wind; or could effect thy 
most doleful death through insignificant 
things, like an insect, a little pin, a drink 
of water, a cold wind, heat, tempest, fear. 
If I were to see an army of a hundred 
thousand armed men coming against me 
from the Queen of England, and an insect 
of God’s sending, I should be more afraid 
of the insect from God because omnipotence 
is behind it.”” 

Is it in this sense that “the fear of 


MEETING 


for the Conference. 


ganda value. A French, Belgian and 
German delegate also spoke. 

The two-days Conference was 
marked with a wonderfully fine spirit. 
Our German friends tell each other 
off on occasions, but always take it in 
good part. Their energy and_en- 
thusiasm under the yeeeent appalling 
conditions are remarkable and inspir- 
ing. 

On Sunday morning the small 
theatre, the only one which has been 
renovated, was packed with the public 
of Stuttgart. The platform was 
beautifully decorated by the muni- 
cipality. They listened to some dozen 
speeches, speakers being drawn from 
many parts of the world: 


Perhaps the most impressive was 
of a young American FoR speaker, 
with the utmost modesty, expressed the 
horroy that’ many Americans felt at seeing 
the ‘devastation which they had wrought 
on the cities of Germany. This was_imme- 
diately responded to by 2a young German 
who expressed a similar shame for the part 
that they had played in the war. 


After several smaller gatherings, 
we returned home with.a feeling that 
we had met a very earnest part of our 
world-wide family, people who would 


that 
who, 
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God is the beginning of wisdom 
the conscience that does not abstiei 
enmities but personalises TesPO™™ 
and responsibility? 

This was apparently the last lea , 

accol 
Son |] 
| 0 


it 
| 


in the training of the Twelve 
ing to the last Chapter of St. 


{ 
i 
that when Peter was now ashamed ! 
| 


profane the word “ love® in his Pd | 4 
fession of it and used a weaker W0 al | hh 
to avow his feeling, Jesus dire@t 
his feeling into action—“ Feed ™# i q 
lambs,” “Shepherd my sheep” allt q 
each avowal; the self-possession % | hi 
youth, dressing as one liked, 90%5 | A 
where one would, was to be replat’ } ! 
by another will: a). e 
* Our wills are ours we know not ho AYN 4 
Gur wills are ours to make them The i} i 
MN |)) 38: 
STEPS OF FAITH |) i 
The last steps of faith are not | & 
leave the shadows of ourselves UM | &l 
the world, but to follow the Leade it th 
this strange mountaineering. 7) be 
Fiihrerprinzip in Germany , Sti 
have been a right principle had i aay 
followed the right leader, but, Hise 
are “blind leaders of the blind.’ ) st 
disciples were warned against aceeet es 
ing the authority of men as Tear at dit 
or as Master, “For one is Yu 
Mastex, even Christ, and all ye a 
brethren.” Here is the basis ot 
Christian democracy, not the coum { in 
ing of heads, either for bullet fl wis 
ballot, but counting the hearts mi Do; 
brethren as the true possession. al to. 
The last step of all in Peter’s rai! to 
ing to follow may be called the rem | y, 
ciation of comparative religion. aly 
luctant_to follow the hard path ej o, 
which Jesus pointed, he had asked | the 
a fellow-disciple whose lot see nis | act 
easier: “ Master, but what about Wy Din, 
man?” The reply is clear and © cig! 
clusive: “ What is that to thee; follat) “inn 
thou me!” There is a comparalay) ji.” 
religion that has wrought havo¢ in | fea 
the world and in the Church, Wi gui 
not mean merely the crude compe tha 
sons and conflicts between Saractl hoe, 
and Crusaders (both claiming to fi chi] 
in a Holy War) between Moslem i It 
Hindu, or Arab and Jew today, 4 1 the 
between Catholic and Protestaniy) ten, 
Anglican and Nonconformist, Fundy | inde 
mentalist and Modernist, Socialist Wag 
Pacifist and the rest. o -Sve 
i 
GANDHI’S ANSWER | jq,! 
When Mr. Gandhi was a guest att lin 
Balliol College Dr. Lindsay’s 8% | “Md 
asked him if he was a rise i 
Gandhi smiled and answered, ” in | 
that question to your father.” %))) 
view of Gandhi’s life and death Py 4,The 
haps we will ask anew, “ What Bap abs! 
Christian?” Gandhi had himself 88% |" Rone 
to a friend “India will always nie i} pea: 
Christ but does not need ANg™ | g,ts 
American middle-class religion.” sab tupig 
In our zeal for the ethic we fore | th Cor, 
the Evangel; in our loyalty to #3) ® 1 
ethical sect we forget the whole, % itl 4 # a 
become cut off, like the Pharisee we | afte 
thanked God that he was not as ott | Thi, U 
men. There is an inveterate tela eon, 
ency in mankind to. “ justification By | 9 in‘ 
works” by comparing our life a of vat 
lot with others, and by “ compoundl Bits 
for the sins we are inclined to Yi 
damning those we have no mind em. «Ch 
When George Meredith was cong at ; 
lated by an enthusiastic friend Wig i) Sven 
had read The Egoist “I know a Mag Ie. 
who is exactly like that,” Nerediy aaonets 
replied “My dear fellow; we are “7 heaj® 
in it.” 4 
a PL 
hae 
TEN YEARS AGO as 
UM) poke 
From Peace News, June 11, 1938 wa mw. 
Dr. Niemoller is still in pristh f8tin 
with every prospect of remaining t ‘nt Bago 
until he promises not to take an act “ea 
part in the Church struggle. Th 
* * * , wee 
) 3a, 
What is called public opinion cat yo Ne 
terribly callous and brutal. Ala Andy, 
in war-time, sometimes in dats Bs) Shain 
peace, the multitude cries out for? t ~ Coe 


prisals and vengeance against w zn 7 
they describe as national and inte 


national crimes. It is this attitud@™ 
mind that has’to be-changed. 
Ww 


—George Lansbury<, 


1 
g 


Any 
Peace News is open for the expressioh ! Tae 
all points of view relevant to paciay } 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsif’ 

do not necessarily represent the policy @ } 

Peace Pledge Union, of which it is the Wi 


let no hardships and difficulties stand 
in ae way of achieving their great 
ideal, 


organ. Nor does the acceptance of advel} 
ments imply any endorsement of, oF 
connexion with, the matter advertised. | 


* 


No! 


t F 
ena @ man can be found who sin- 


Teall’ OPPOses this motion. If he 
~-¥ xnew 

Mirh 
ae be that the only answer that 
Silene be made to him would be 
silont Indeed in the last resort a 
im ¥2°¢eptance of the evil done to 
answer ee’ be the Pacifist’s only true 
eyeitse .words are to be used, how- 
carof} 1s important to examine them 


Ro 
en can be made. “This house be- 
Bomb ‘iat the dropping of the Atom 
en: Was neither politically expedi- 
glaa nor morally justifiable.’ JI am 
the i. at the Forum is willing to face 
People ¢ and decide for itself; unless 
star a now where they themselves 
Gyo. ~y Cannot have a message for 
is a else. The word “believes ” 
stra ¢—what we believe is the 
in est and most important factor 
dit, lives, for all that we do is con- 

®ned by what we believe. 


Thoughts and actions 


The word “ 


Mport. 
:Portance. The motion is concerned 


rosie; te translation of thought into 
to Tee harmful action. It is better 
to os only good thoughts and not 
We hd cowardly or wicked ideas, but 
alwa fearful thoughts do not 
q ys result in evil. The spirit and 
the Bence of man can step in and fire 
actig Ul-to resist evil and to take right 
Ding n. By contrast the actual drop- 
islet the bomb is a definite de- 
innoe translated into action to kill the 
is fnt and guilty alike. Indeed it 
fen Politically effective nor morally 
“28ible ; 

_ We have to face the fact 
Rocent 0 win” a modern war the in- 
childre preferably the women and 
i Ten, must be killed first. 

the * Sufficiently short view is taken 
tegany oPing of the bomb can be 
indeag* as politically expedient, and 
as 4.1% Was on those grounds that it 
even «PPE; but if the long view, 
It wi 
dedi tll b 


e seen th i - 
Pedient n at it was not ex 


r th since it has raised, not only 
king Vanquished but for all] man- 
e Meluding the victors, more fears, 


Publications Received 


ie 
Politica 7ouse of Lords is the bone in a 
8bian Pave: fight at present and makes the 
Ss (9. witcation pamphlet Lords and Com- 
f a very much to the point. It is 
ee this that however innocuous the 
a ney be now, and its handling of the 
‘unig he EI Code may show it to be still 
t cone ideas—its history has been one of 
ie new tous fight against the uplifting of 
i desis, and unfortunate. Conservatism, 
i sacha to maintain the hest traditions 
geeted Ntry’s culture is one thing, but the 
Aa Unpby cpetty-greed which has motivated 
guia book House in the past, quite another. 
Ong oklet makes it clear that if the 
sc, in the amber survives unchanged it will 
a Tvatiya. .¢Xpectation of its being truly Con- 
of in the future, and entirely in spite 
Past record. 


P.T.G. 
CIVILIZATION : 1 THERE A CURE 


@ : 
Tevetting ction of readers is drawn to the 


what he were doing it 


lly so that true judgment of the. 


dropping” is of great 


In thy political sphere is taken, |. 


" | | 
_ this House believes that the dropping GH QULD WE USE 


« ‘the atom bomb was neither politically 
*Xpedient nor morally justifiable.” 


Says Bryan Anstey 


rr Sa tragedy of the first water 


problems and horrors than it has 


settled. 


In deciding whether this or any 
other act is morally justifiable, we 
have boldly to plunge with faith into 
deep water. I believe that when they 
do manifestly evil things which they 
feel are morally justifiable because of 
the anticipated results, people are 
likely to find themselves in worse 
man for good or for evil by fear or 
force. There is a spirit in man which 
will rise up against domination for 
whatever purpose. The dropping of 
the bomb was, therefore, neither 
right nor effective, indeed it could 
hardly be one without being the other. 
If it appears to you that only evil 
means can bring about your ends then 
it is advisable to question your ends. 
troubles than those which they sought 
to avoid. 

Here we sought to suppress forces 
of cruelty and destruction by the fears 
of torture and annihilation, and the 
judgment which we brought upon our- 
selves by this is already maturing. 
do not believe that you can control 


Z 
V4 TOTAL 


Which are YOU preparing for: 


[ RENOUNCE WAR 

AND | WILL NEVER 

SUPPORT OR SANCTION 
ANOTHER 


is the pledge of human 
brotherhood — the only 
total preparation for 
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Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., W.C.t 


THE ATOMIC BOMB? 


ERNEST BEVIN, June, 1946 


by Major Alan 
Nations 


Yes ! 


I SEE no legitimate distinction, 
valid morally or intellectually, 
between the dropping of atom bombs 
and the destruction of cities by mass 
bombing or massed artillery fire. 10 
maintain that the first is wrong, and 
the others justifiable would be hypoc- 
risy. Furthermore, there is abso- 
lutely no evidence that war could be 
made safer by the international ban- 
ning of certain unpleasant weapons. 
Gas was not used in the last war be- 
cause it was both an_ inefficient 
weapon and a two-edged one; fear and 
not a moral conscience determined its 
disuse. Nations that dropped atom 
bombs, or nations that systematically 
murdered in cold blood millions of 
Jewish women and children, could 
have refrained for no other reason. 
Therefore the motion under debate is 
simply a rejection of taking part In 
war and as such I will analyse it. 
The only way to abolish atom 
bombs is to abolish war. And the 
way to abolish war is not to refuse to 
take part in it, and to equate aggres- 


“The choice today is between 
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This motion was proposed by Bryan Anstey and opposed 


de Russet, Assistant Secretary of the United 


Association, im a debate before the London Citizens’ 
Forum at the Caxton Hail 
feated by two voteg. 


recently. The motion was de- 


Says Major Alan de Russet 


sor with aggressed, the lover of war 
with the lover of peace. The way to 
stop war is to make the path of an 
intending aggressor so hellish that he 
chooses the paths of peace; and at the 
same time to make, through the 
social, humanitarian and economic 
work of the United Nations, the paths 
of peace so rewarding that intending 
aggressors as a species die out, and 
the habit of peace becomes fixed im 
mankind. 


You must prepare 


But to start this progress you must 
be prepared to go to war; and if you 
are prepared to go to war you must 
be prepared to drop atom bombs; 
there is no point in threatening de- 
fensive war unless you intend to win 
it 

A determined system of collective 
security must be constructed within 
the United Nations; the peace-loving 
majority must stand firm against any 
aggressor and make it so plain that 
they will tear him to death if he at- 
tacks that he chooses otherwise. 

If an aggressor still chooses to 
fight, thén however horrible the short 
sharp war that follows, it could not be 
worse than the peace of death that 
would have followed giving in to him, 
Totalitarian peace would be far worse 
than war. Every decent man and 
woman would be murdered, their child- 
ren, together with the drones, cymes, 
and anti-social peoples welded into 4 
people without God. In this atmo- 
sphere nothing fine could survive. 


Nonsense about Norway — 


All pacifist talk of passive-resist- 
ance is false. Passive resistance to 
be successful depends upon the ulti- 
mate sanction of force. The pastors 
of Norway, of whom so much nen- 
sense is talked, relied upon fifteen 
thousand Scottish troops awaiting to: 
invade should the Germans so ID- 
cense the Norwegians that their de= 
fences were in danger; they relied on 
the British navy preventing the Ger-= 
mans killing the few million im 
habitants of Norway (far less than 
they killed in Poland) and replacing 
them with Baltic Germans. The pro- 
poser of the motion is only alive to- 
day because the opposer and many 
million others saved his life. Gandhi's 
passive resistance only worked be- 
cause of British fear of the physical 
power of 400,000,000 incensed Indians. 
But totalitarians above all are not 
afraid of moral pressure without 
armed backing. They kill in millions. 
Pacifists are unaware of the change 
that has taken place in the world 
since the inefficient, almost sentimen-_ 
tal persecutions of past centuries upon 
which their philosophies are built. 

It would be madness to invite this 
utter destruction, devastation and 
annihilation of all decent life, be- 
cause you will not take a stand beside 
your millions of peace-loving friends, 
and by facing an aggressor with war* 
—and the atom bomb to the forefront 
—make war so highly unlikely, and 
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Britain’s vulnerable position 


COMMENTARY CONTINUED | 


secure legislative prohibition of Miss 
Smith calling herself Mrs. Brown 
when she is “living in sin.” Such 
discriminating moral concern is, in 
one sense, most enlightening. 

Reason, wisdom and charity have 
no doubt srogressed during the cen- 
turies, and thus we no longer, for 
the good of their souls, thrash or 
chain lunatics, burn witches, execute 
thieves, brand beggars, torture 
heretics (at least, not in Britain) 
stone sexual offenders or pursue 
other penal operations once stoutly 
held to be socially, morally, and re- 
ligiously necessary. Nevertheless, 
we may still be at the stage of 
juvenile moral consciousness. Other- 
wise, there would be more general 
sympathetic consideration of the 
advisability of preferring the risks 
of drastically reducing military pre- 
parations to the risks of not doing 


so. 
Of unsound mind 
BRITAIN’S economic position is 
precarious, and there is a para- 
mount need of great economic 
improvement in production and ex- 
ports, together with a substantial in- 
crease of labour in mining, agricul- 
ture and other spheres. Yet we 
retain upward of a _ million men 
under arms, and heavily burden our 
national budget with the cost at a 
time when a vast expansion of social 
services must also be paid for. It 
hardly makes _ sense. But then, 
neither is there much sense in the 
fact that millions of the earth’s in- 
habitants are malnourished and 
slowly or swiftly dying from hunger 
while the appeal of such as Sir John 
Boyd Orr goes largely unheeded. 

The rational and wise plan would 
be for the nations and peoples of the 
world to concentrate on this problem: 
the degree to which they are doing 
so is the measure of racial sanity 
achieved. 

Even the partial and _ localised 
efforts to secure organised  co- 
operation involve military considera- 
tions; and any attempt to eliminate 
them is beset with intricate difficul- 
ties. Concentration on food pyro- 
duction, for instance, cannot be 
divorced from the need of manufac- 
turing agricultural implements and 
providing transport, so that it would 
not be impious to pray, “ Give us this 
day our daily oil” as well as bread. 
Without, oil the task of conveying 
passengers, food and goods from one 
area to another would collapse. 
Hence the contention that military 
means must safeguard the oil and 
other essentials of modern civilisa- 
tion. Nevertheless, successful inter- 
national absorption in organising the 
production and distribution of basic 
necessities could have the cumulative 
psychological effect of encouraging 
the co-operative habit and diminish- 
ing the paralysing recalcitrance of 
national fears. 


Palestine model 


HAD this principle been applied to 
Palestine in the beginning the 
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present suicidal tragedy might have 
been averted, although this does not 
ignore the powerful tactor of psycho- 
logical communal tension and of the 
disturbing invasion of provocative ex- 
ternal interests. Oil flows through 
Palestine more significently than 
milk and honey. Even so, it would 
be as misleading to interpret the 
Palestinian bloodshed as primarily 
attributable to that as it would be to 
explain the two World Wars as simply 
arising from power politics. 

No one motive exclusively domin- 
ates either individuals or nations. 

And so in Palestine there are_econo- 
mic, strategic, racial, ethicai, and 
political elements contributing to the 
disastrous vortex threatening two 
semitic peoples. 

If more powerful Christian nations 
had actively focussed efforts in assist- 
ing both Jew and Arab to build, a 
flourishing land, enmity might not 
have become so virulent. Perhaps 
the firm offer to implement the 
“TVA” Jordan scheme might even 
now have some effect. 

Arab-Jew Federatiohn may come 
when European Federation has made 
greater progress. The Labour Party 
has been criticised for not hailing the 
Hague Conference as a step in the 
right direction. But it is necessary to 
recognise that a form of multi- 
national authority involving all its 
members in false or dangerous con- 
ceptions and obligations may frus- 
trate a nation’s moral contribution to 
the world. The Six Power Pact on 
Germany is being bitterly assailed by 
a French combination of De Gaullists 
and Communists, and such a combina- 
tion could conceivably dominate 
Western Union. 


Better off alone 


BRITAIN is particularly vulnerable 

in this respect, both because of 
her difficult economic position and her 
great responsibility of vindicating the 
efficacy of democratic ideas. She has 
lost her former economic supremacy 
for good—or bad, and she can either 
drift downward to the general 
European level or attain economic re- 
construction that will fulfil social 
aspirations without detriment to 
other peoples. It is a colossal job, 
requiring moral and biological as well 
as economic considerations. 

We may secure a fair share of 
world trade by specialised aptitude 
and an increased proportion of food 
from our own soil. . Yet we shall still 
need the balance of variegated food 
from abroad and material for other 
needs and amenities. 
get of coal and steel is not reached 
then inadequate manufacture and ex- 
ports will involve unpleasant social 
simplification. In anticipation of 
this there are some who propose im- 
mediate reorientation towards a de- 
centralised less mechanical social 
pattern, and others the emigration of 
10,000,000 to the Dominions, although 
South Africa may prove inhospitable. 
Hither course would evoke acute new 
problems. Industrial contraction neces- 
sitates sweeping adjustments, for 
insufficiency of anesthetics and petrol 
would require severe social discipline 
and candles in place of candle-power 


would lose a dining-table romanticism. ; IT 


Malthusiana 


PARADOXICALLY, while science 

‘ean alone nullify the Malthusian 
thesis, it has temporarily aggravated 
Britain’s problem by providing the 
knowledge and means of contracep- 
tion, so that we are in sight of a 
declining population outweighed by 
elderly non-producers. This alterna- 
tive to infanticide and a large celibate 
priesthood ‘needs to be associated 
with a positive procreative policy 
within the framework of economic 
reconstruction in order that the hous- 
ing problem may be caught up and 
healthy population proportions be 
secured. The direction of this in the 
interest of military defence would be 
wasteful and futile, and in any case 
incomparable with the over 20,000,000 
ageregate increase in Russia, India 
and China. 

Let us hope we shall not emulate 
those other European nations who 
seek to'sglye their biological needs by 
a prosaic system of penalties and 
rewards, but rely rather on the in- 
espiration of ‘those creative values 
that appreciate quality more than 
guantity, and that alone provide sus- 
tenance for ,constructive social effort. 
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If a high tar- | 


TRAVELLING FOR 
PEACE AT 81 


AN appeal to women to shoulder 

their responsibilities in prevent- 
ing another war was made by Emily 
Greene Balch, International Pre- 


sident of the Women’s International | 


League for Peace and Freedom and 
1946 Nobel Peace Prize winner, when 
she spoke in a BBC “ Woman’s 
Hour” broadcast on Wednesday, 
June 2. 


At the age of eighty-one she has 
been visiting sections of the WIL in 
Scandinavia, Germany and Britain. 
In her broadcast she reminded 
listeners that she had _ started 
her journey from the USA when ten- 
sion between the East’ and the West 
was at its height and there was a 
great deal of talk of rearmament and 
inevitable war. 


“T am quite convinced,” said 
Emily Greene Ralch, “that people 
use the wrong adjective—we ought 
never to speak of war as inevitable. 
We should think of it as something 
we choose not to have hapnen; as 
something unthinkable. War doesn’t 
happen like an earthquake—it is 
something you can do something 
about. And believe me, the simplest 
woman, living isolated in a little 
place, seeing few people but her own 
children and her own immediate 
neighbours, shares in the responsi- 
bility for peace or war and has a part 
to play in making war impossible. 


“Jesuit priests said that what you 

did with a child before he was 
seven determined his life, and 
now the psychologists are telling us 
of the enormous importance of the 
impressions of early childhood, and 
even of babehood. 


“Now these are things which are 
mostly in the hands of women. What 
happens to the little children play- 
ing about the mother as she works 
is of the utmost importance to the 
future of the world. The world is 
going to be shaped by the children 
who are growing up now—for the 
kind of children that grow up will be 
the kind of people who will make the 
world.” 

Headquarters of the Women’s 
International League in Britain are 
at 144 Southampton Row, London, 
W.C.L 
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648 463 
AFRICA 

9440 
11685 
15595 
9440 
11970 
9440 
11970 
17845 


25.67 
19.24 
31.78 
25.06 
31.78 


1845—1900 
2045-2100 


GREECE 
1630—1645 

HOLLAND 

* 1800—1815 


7300 

Huizen PCJ 11730 
9590 

6025 


15120 
11810 
11810 

9630 


ALY 
+ 1610—1630 Busto Arsizio I. 


1930—2000 


SPAIN 
2000—2030 Madrid—Arganda 
del Rey 9320 


*Not Sundays. +Alternate Sundays. 


FAITH HEALING 
Practitioner brings Peace, Hope and 
Faith to Supposed ,tncurables, Nerve 
Cases, etc., in Hants, Dorset, Wilts., Iste 
of Wight, Berks. and London Areas. 
Apply :— 

: J. P. GRANT, 
BURLEY, HANTS, 


or 
BCM/FAITH, LONDON, W.C.1. 


RUG WOOL 


Extra long pure wool Thrums. 
Mixed colours; suitable for 
Hessian, Canvas, or knitting a 
Rug. 

PACKETS 4/11d. APPROX. 1 Ib. 


Send P.O. 6d. for sample and Knit-a-Rug 
instructional leaflet, showing how to 
make a rug without canvas, 


HANKS: solid colours, 5lb. assortments, 
only 7s. 9d. per Jb. 


Full range of rug shades but special 
colours cannot be selected. 


"Refund if dissatisfied. 
.U.T,A. 73 Bishopsgate, London, E,C.2. 


Must Docksie e 
Dictators — 
be endured? 


INCE last July the Freedom D& 
fence Committee has been inves! 
gating a number of instances , 
alleged abuse of their authority : 
Immigration Officers at the ports f 
Newhaven and Dover. The replies # 
the Home Office to questions 88 
mitted to them have been so evasl™ 
and unsatistactory, that the Com 
mittee has made the whole corre 
pondence public, pointing out 
“these documents indicate a, trem 
becoming every day more noticealm 
of apparent reluctance on the part 
officials in Government departmeh= | 
to reply to questions regarding ash 
actions of officers under || ‘ 
supervision.” ! she) | 
The investigation arose out of Bo 7 
complaints of two French nationae i 
Dr. Suzanne Kepes and M. Jaca Ng 
Doubinsky, who were detained 2 | 1 
Newhaven on June 28, 1947, que 
tioned and searched, M. DoubinskY | 
being subsequently refused permiss™ | 
to enter this country. “nf il 
According to the Home Office i: | 
Doubinsky failed to satisfy the IMM 
gration Officers that he could comps” 
with the provisions of the Ale f 
Order”: but no reasons for + i 
allegation were ever given. ’ 
In another case, that of M. Jule 
Klieger, permission to re-enter BS 
country after a visit to Belgium W# 
refused, again without any reas 
Furthermore, in direct contravel } 
tion of the regulation which stale) 
that a person being searched shall ™ | 
requested to remove the outer a if 
ments only, both Dr. Kepes and } al) 
Klieger were ordered to strip entivey 
The Freedom Defence Commiti®) 
has proposed that steps should 
taken by the Secretary of State # 
safeguard the rights of travellers. . 
They ask that persons refuse 
entry be given the right to conta 
their friends in this country and 
appeal against adverse decisions: 
— 


GARLISOL 
—AFTER 5000 YEARS 


If garlic is not a universal 
remedy and a renewer © 
health and youth, it appears 
at least to come nearer to 
that dream than any known 
thing given by nature for the 
use of man. Nor is there) 
anything specially magical 
about this—certainly nothing 
to strain the reasonable 
powers of belief. {t is all 
quite simple and_ entirely 
natural. Consider a homely 
example. Most of us who 
have lived through the aus- 
terities of spring cleaning an 
interior decorations know thé 
old recipe of half an onion 
left in a newly-painted room. 
This, of course, is no mystic 
ritual: it originates in the 
common knowledge that 4 
raw onion cleanses the all 
around it by attracting into 
itself any impurity it dis- 
covers there. There ar 
grimly picturesque stories 
from the seventeenth century 
about the days of the great 
plague of London. They tell 
of whole households saved 
from the scourge by the good 
offices of garlic — which 
contains the same basic pro 
perties as the onion but in 4 | 
very much stronger form 
Oil of garlic, in fact, is # 
natural and a very potent 
disinfecting medium, and L \ 
has 5,000 years of history: — 


Send stamp for 20 page 
booklet about garlic 


Garlic Deodorised Antiseptics Ltd 


Fairlight, Sussex 
Sm 


